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A Vanished Threat of Chinese
Expansion in Russia?
A Case Study of “Baltic Pearl
Project” in Saint Petersburg

Shih-Hao Kang

Abstract

The official relations between China and Russia have been
highly endeavored over the last decade, which reached a level
lately as both sides welcome the adoption of strategic
partnership. An urban development and construction project
initialed in 2003, known as the Baltic Pearl project, was the
biggest single foreign investment ever in Saint Petersburg. The
project is considered by the political and business elites from
both countries as not only presenting a unique investment
prospect but also reflecting China’s recent ambition in
reproducing European life quality. By that today’s China is
considered advanced with her market competence. Saint
Petersburg’s local residents had serious doubt about the project
instead of showing trust and support, for their fear of a
Chinatown growoing within the city would be the following
product of the Chinese investment. It was only through a
well-managed PR campaign, then the project started with
meeting no further confrontation. Through a social
constructionist approach of invastigating the elelments under the
Chinese threat atmosphere, the article is to explore more identity
politics making for Russians to adopt the new Chinese image.
Keywords: Chinese Threat, Social Construction, Capital,
Identity Politics, Imagined Europe
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