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Abstract

The establishment of European External Action Services
(EEAS) to support the High Representative for Common
Foreign and Security Policy is one of the most significant
changes in the field of the European Union’s (EU’s) external
relations in the post-Lisbon Treaty institutional setting. The
EEAS is seen by some to act as the EU’s quasi-foreign ministry.
However, the deep-rooted struggle between supranationalism
and intergovernmentalism in the EU and the ones for power
between the EU’s institutions, the Member States and between
the both parties have resulted in some political compromises on
the design of the EEAS. Those political compromises not only
have shown great impact on this body’s current functioning but
would show even greater impact on its future functioning. This
article tries to give a wider picture of the establishment and
structure of the EEAS as well as its functioning and related
obstacles from both political and legal perspectives. This article
also brings up a number of issues concerning the EEAS’s (in)
capabilities to act and how to fix them.

Key words: the Treaty of Lisbon, EEAS, High Representative,
CFSP, EU’s external Relations Governance
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