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Preliminary Investigation into Ethnic
Identity and Unification-Independence
Attitude of Tibetans in Taiwan

Su, Chia-Hong

(Professor, Center for General Education, Fooyin University)

Abstract

This study investigates 241 Tibetans in Taiwan and 149 of them
complete the survey, indicating an accomplishment ratio of 61.8%. Results
show Tibetans think the Taiwan Government is much friendlier to exiled
Tibetans than Mainland China government. 88.4% of Tibetans in Taiwan
believe they are neither “Chinese” nor “Taiwanese”. Among four factors for
enhancing Chinese identity, two factors-“democratization degree of CCP”
and “enlarged diplomatic space for Tibet” -are the most effective. No matter
the CCP permits Tibet independence or not, most Tibetans think future
unification or independence of Tibet should “be decided by Tibetans”. With
regard to personal attitude toward “relationship between Tibet and
Mainland China”, Tibetans who hold a position of “high degree of
autonomy and then independence” account for the highest ratio (68.79%);
26.5% of them think “independence or unification should be decided as per

actual situation”.

Keywords: Taiwan, Tibet, Tibetans in Taiwan, Unification-Independence,
Ethnic Identity
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