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A Community of Imagination?
An Empirical Assessment of Mainland
China’s Regional Identity

Yang, Shih-Yueh

(Associate Professor, Department of International and Mainland China Affairs, Nanhua University)

Abstract

The article texts the explanatory power of constructivist arguments in
International Relations over Mainland China’s attitudes towards the Asian
regional integration. Among the Chinese academic literatures regarding
Asian regional integration, two constructivist arguments can be identified.
First, there is already an Asian identity. Based on this identity, Mainland
China promotes regional integration. Second, there is yet an Asian identity.
Mainland China promotes regional integration to build an Asian identity.
The article tests these two arguments by quantitative approach and finds no
concrete evidence. Constructivist arguments seems to have no explanatory
power in explaining Mainland China’s attitudes towards the Asian regional
integration. Further studies are required.

Keywords: Constructivism, Regional Identity, Asian Regional Integration,
Mainland China
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