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The Townscape Renaissance Project and Citizen
Participation: A Case Study of Taichung City

Chun-sung Liao

Abstract

With the wave of global governance movement and the promotion of
citizen participation, urban planning and development gradually move
from the traditional professional bureaucracy-oriented model with little
citizen participation towards citizen participation model. A paradigm of
participatory governance which puts emphasis on and respects for the
value of citizen-centered, active citizenship is arising. The Townscape
Renaissance Project in our country is a new style of policy action enriched
with the ideal and the merit of citizen participation. It has been designed
with an emphasis upon public participation on the process of planning and
design and with an expectation to raise the passion of local people in
partaking in the transformation of urban and rural spaces so as to rebuild
our homeland with an environment full of local culture, green and beauty.

This article is thus aimed at exploring questions of public participation
through the case of the Townscape Renaissance Project in Taichung City
with the intention of reconsidering the relationship between government
and civil society and the ideal action for public participation. It comes out
with a conclusion that the government should actively transform
bureaucratic mentality, devise multiple deliberative modes and provide
more cultural activities so as to strengthen the more sense of citizen’s
belonging to community, urban and rural areas. This will further
contribute more to the richness of the spirit and culture of civic
engagement and action and to the realization of the ideal of citizen
governance in modern democratic society.

Keywords: The Townscape Renaissance Project; Public
Participation; Urban Planning; Participatory Governance.

" The author is an associate Professor in the Department of Public Policy and
Administration, National Chi Nan.
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