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Abstract

Hannah Arendt (1906-1975), a thinker following the philosophical school of
Edmund Husserl and Martin Heidegger, was commonly categorized as the second
generation of phenomenologists. Scholars often gave too much attention to her
contribution in the field of political ideas, and ignored her innovative thoughts on the
theory of public sphere, which concerns the construction of meaningful existence for
human-beings, and the nature and necessity of public life. This paper thus intends to
discuss Arendt’s fundamental ideas of the public sphere, and people’s social space
and the importance of their daily environment.

According to Arendt, the public sphere is the shared commonly world that
gathers people and all the things together. What was original about this theory is the
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idea that human beings are not represented as rational beings alone, but more an
active life always interacting with other people in their social environment. Moreover,
the public space, the communal space, which is the location for such an interaction,
constituted the most essential traits of humanity, the locus of their very being in the
world. This idea provided a new perspective that can rethink the prominent ideas of
modern urban space and their practice.

Keywords: Hannah Arendt, public sphere, the Vita Activa, the common world,
communal space
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' Hannah Arendt, “The Public and the Private Realm” in 7he Portable Hannah Arendt New
York: Penguin Books, 2000), 182. B Fu#572y[1™ . “The Vita Activa, human life in so far
as 1t 18 actively engaged in doing something, 1s always rooted in a world of men and of
man-made things which it never leaves or altogether transcends. Things and men form the
environment for each of men’ s activities, which would be pointless without such location; yet
this environment, the world into which we are born, would not exist without the human activity

which preceded it.”
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“Under the conditions of a common world, reality is not guaranteed primarily by the
“common nature” of all men who constitute it, but rather by the fact that, differences of
position and the resulting variety of perspectives notwithstanding, everybody 1s concerned with
the same object. If the sameness of the object can no longer be discerned, no common nature of
men, least of all the unnatural conformism of a mass society, can prevent the destruction of the
common world, which 1s usually preceded by the destruction of the many aspects in which it

presents itself to human plurality.”
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highly privatized, megalopolis” celebrated as modernizing triumph by modern urban planners,
like Melvin Webber, whose ideological concept of  ‘community without propinquity’ and
‘the non-place urban realm’ , are nothing if not slogans to rationalize the disappearance of

the public realm in the modern motopia.”
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