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Abstract

This study is to explore the hazard perception of junior high school students in
Tainan County, and the difference of their responses to the natural hazards under
different backgrounds. The questionnaire surveys are conducted by 1,330 students
sampled from 15 junior high schools in Tainan. The main findings of this study are as
follows.

1. The perception percentage of hazard mechanisms is highest for earthquake,
then debris flow, flood and typhoon. The perception percentage of
temporal hazard characteristics is highest for typhoon and lowest for
earthquake.

2. Perception of spatial hazard characteristics for most students is slightly
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different from the real situation. In contrast, perception of hazard forcing
and control for most students is similar to the real situation.

3. Perception of response to hazards under different backgrounds is found
with significant differences only in the gender, and the male performed
better than the female. The fear for hazards from high to low is ordered as
earthquake, debris flow, flood, and typhoon.

4. Adaptation behavior to hazards is “positive”, which suggests that students
will try a solution to leave the hazard area. The information resources are
mainly from television, radio, school, and network.

5. Most students chose levels of normal to dissatisfaction for responses of
government to hazards on terms of rescue speed, substantive compensation,
and hazard prevention construction. Background analysis shows a
significant difference among schools with intention for further education
and locations.

Keywords: Natural hazard, Environmental perception, Questionnaire survey,
Environmental education
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