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Abstract

The rapid development of computer technologies has caused a tremendous impact
on the economic and business activities in the society. With the increasing prevalence of
the Internet, more and more consumers have become used to online shopping at home.
This development of online shopping and the economic recession in recent years have
contributed to the rise of online group buying. This study investigated the relationship
between lifestyles and online group buying intention among elementary school teachers
in Yunlin County.

Data consisted of 290 valid responses to a questionnaire. The statistic analysis
showed (1) most respondents spent $501~2000 on group buying in the previous month;
(2) fraud was the main reason preventing people from engaging in online group buying;
(3) female respondents had more experiences with online group buying than male ones;
(4) gender differences were significant in “trustworthiness of the initiator” and “degree
of intention” dimensions of online group buying intention; (5) significant differences in
“convenience of shopping” and “degree of intention” existed between different age
groups; (6) significant differences in “trustworthiness of the initiator”, “price”, and
“degree of intention” existed between different monthly income levels; (7) teachers
living a more fashionable lifestyle tended to show higher degree of intention; teachers
who were more rational in consumption tended to have higher brand awareness;
teachers who were independent and determined tended to recognize price as more
important; teachers in pursuit of new knowledge as important considered convenience
of shopping as more important; teachers committed to social activities tended to view
the trustworthiness of the initiator as more important.

Finally, based on research results and conclusions, this study provided suggestions
to providers and future researchers of online group buying.

Keywords: lifestyle, online group buying, group buying intention
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