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The Current Teaching Situations of Special Education
Itinerant Teachers of Yunlin and Chiayi County

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the current status of teaching on Yunlin and Chiayi
County preschool itinerant teachers. The understanding of current status of teaching
included traffic conditions, job content, interdisciplinary communication,
professional development needs, and administrative support as well as the
approaches the itinerant teachers deal with the status of teaching.

Qualitative research was employed in this study. Semi-structured interview outline
was used as a research tool. Three preschool itinerant teachers, respectively, from
Yunlin and Chiayi County were interviewed. Through collecting the current status of
teaching of preschool itinerant teachers, their opinions were analyzed and organized
in order to find commonalities and differences between Yunlin and Chiayi County.
The data obtained from the study disclosed the following findings:

1.The transportation time and distance to preschools served seem longer for

preschool itinerant teachers in Yunlin County so that potentially increase their

psychological burden. Currently there are no responses of transportation time and
distance problems from preschool itinerant teachers in Chiayi County after
increasing preschool itinerant classes each year.

2.Currently no budgeting available to subsidize preschool itinerant teachers travel

and accident and liability insurance in Yunlin and Chiayi County so that might

cause additional burden of traveling expenses and accident risks for these
teachers.

3.The current professional competences of preschool itinerant teachers seem



difficult for them to cope with the challenges of noncategorical itinerant classes
which also cause problems in assigning itinerant jobs.

4.Chiayi County Government did not budget fixed grants for special education
classes to purchase teaching materials and aids needed.

5.While IEP workshops are set up annually by the educational authorities of
Yunlin and Chiayi County, there are still many regular class teachers who are
unable to participate in this kind of learning due to limited opportunities.

6.Efforts are still insufficient to arrange special education workshop and publicity
and parent education for preschool educators and parents so that children with
disabilities may not get better care, which also affects the smooth service
processes provided by preschool itinerant teachers.

7.In allocating professional team resources, the educational authorities still did not
base on the number of special education students in various stages of education.
The phenomenon of overemphasis on elementary and junior high stages seems to
exist so that might miss a critical period of opportunities for early intervention.
Based on the findings of this study, some related recommendations were made for

people who are concerned with itinerant programs and future research.

Keywords: preschool special education itinerant teachers, young child with special

needs, current teaching situations
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