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Abstract

Tong Cao ( Tetrapanax papyriferum) plant is one of the earliest plants
collection in Taiwan, and most of it grew near Wufen and Jianshih in Hsinchu
in the past. Tong Cao industry began in 18th century and during the period
of Japanese Occupation (1895~1945) , Tong Cao’s production reached its
peak and the products of Tong Cao became an important export item.
However, due to the rise of plastic products being used, the Tong Cao
business dropped off dramatically and it has now been forgotten by most of
the people. In order to preserve this unique handicraft and carry on the
natural product, we have to pass down our cultural heritage without delay.
The purpose of this study intends to work with local people from cultural
values as a starting point for promoting the Tong Cao revival at Hwa Yuan
Village, Wufeng Township, Hsinchu. First of all, we make interviews with
relevant people and discuss to get good ideas to promote the Tong Cao revival
and also encourage the local people to plan and develop five sites for planting
the Tong Cao plant in order to draw the people’s memory. Respondents from
the interviews are positive and encouraging. Meanwhile it should also be
seriously considered to incorporate with other supporting measures so as to
avoid the embarrassing pit where cultivation of Tong Cao revives and yet no
one will purchase it or its products. The overall planning of the five areas in
the Hwa Yuan Village, is aimed to attract more artists and tourists. In order
to preserve genetic diversity of Tong Cao, Hwa Yuan village and Elementary
School have set up a "Taiwan Tong Cao specimen garden" as the student
learning sites. The study found that the promotion of the Tong-Cao revival in
Hwa Yuan Village, leading an eco-tourism is feasibility.

Keywords : Tetrapanax papyriferus ( Tong-Cao ) , Hua Yuan village,
Environmental art, Tong-cao restoration, Local cultural industry.
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A Cocoon is a temporary shelter wherein a caterpillar enters, transforms and emerges
as a butterfly. My work is a symbolic cocoon and can be interpreted in many ways -
cocoon of ideas, dreams or anything that requires transformation into something positive.

A Tong cao tree, for me, is like a cocoon emerging from the ground that nurtures
cylindrical pith. This pith is then extracted out, and with expert hands and creativity, it is
shaped and transformed into a delicate paper flower art, used as a paper for painting or
some other form of art. The five surrounding structures symbolizes the artists who knows
the value of utilizing the Tong cao in creating art, the community growing it and the people
who work for the revival of the pith paper art. Everyone is trying to protect it.

2. Dreamcatcher # ¥ 4

A RPp A EE e & A P20 RIS A- AN
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G165

The Dreamcatcher was taken from the North American Indians’ cultural belief. It is a
web-like pattern attached to a circular ring. The Indians believe that the Dreamcatcher sifts
one’s dreams during sleep. The bad dreams get entangled in the web and the good dreams

passes through. So, one can only have good dreams.
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Tong Hut is a bamboo installation that signify shelter or enclosure.

It provides shelter to those who seek refuge inside it.

For me, it is symbolic of a Tong Cao tree that shelters the cylindrical pith
in its inner core.

This delicate pith is then extracted out and cut into thin papers and
transform into beautiful flowers, paintings and other works of art.
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Ve ok HEE W RABER  Ifan Williams
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Painting: 29x17.6

A

Painting 11.1x17.2 cm Painting 7.7x11.3 cm

Painti 16.4x12.5 c R
— e Painting 10.8x7.8 cm
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Painting 25.3x17.4 cm Painting 13.6x14.8 cm Painting 8.4x10.3 cm

Painting 26x18 cm Painting 27.4x19 cm
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Frame: 16x21x2 cm Painting: 11.
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Box: 8x11x1.3 cm Painting 5.5x8 cm Painting 5.5x8 cm

Painting 5.5x8 cm Painting 5.5x8 cm
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http://www.ancientgrains.org/nesbitt2010pith.pdf
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View of Grand Canyon from Outer Space/ 1 JF+ & # 2012
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Lost Poems from the Past or Future/ Black &
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