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Abstract

As a result of the rise in awareness for gender equality, many
homosexuals have started to courageously speak out for themselves. The
homosexual population, especially gay men, is continually increasing.
According to the survey, the average household income of American gay
male couples is $51,300 USD, which is twice the national average household
income; this number shows that gay men make high incomes. However,
Taiwanese society, which is conservative in gender roles, still discriminates
against homosexuals, and homosexuals have been living in repression and
denial. Therefore, freedom and relaxation for leisure travels are especially
important to homosexuals. For this reason, this research conducts a survey on
gay men to study their overseas travel experience, and hence, find their needs
for travelling.

This is a qualitative research that includes two phases for studying the
overseas travel experience of gay people. The first phase uses the
introspective method with which the respondents fill in, within 100 words,
their most profound overseas travel experience, to explore the travel
experience of the group of people. In the second phase, the researcher recruits
interviewees through gay associations and gay networks, for one-on-one
in-depth interviews, in which the interviews describe their travel experience,
both positive and negative. The result shows the four dimensions that
influence the travel experience of gay men: 1) human dimension: local

people’s quality and relationship with partner and other members; 2) spiritual



dimension: liking entertainment, pursuing freedom and relaxation, liking art
attractions, and disliking constraints; 3) cultural dimension: pursuing fashion
and liking local life and culture; 4) travel style: liking to shop for products of
high quality and exceptional brands, disliking tour packages by travel
agencies, and preference to arrange their own trips.

In general, gay men have delicate and rich emotions. They can keenly
observe people and things around their travel places, and have their own ideas
for travel. Therefore, when arranging travels for gay men, travel agencies
need to pay more attention on communication, listening, understanding, and

observation to find their needs.

Keywords: homosexual, gay man, travel experience, traveller behavior
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