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The changed and unchanged role construction of women at workplace in Taiwan

mainstream drama
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Abstract

This study analyzed the images of women in the workplace in dramas in Taiwan.
The changed and unchanged role/sexual role construction through the years are explored.
There are quite a few trendy dramas addressing women in the workplace since 2008. The
study looked at how women were portrayed as pink-collar workers by using the method
of discourse analysis.

To do the longitudinal research, the study reviewed the literature and documents
about the history of drama, drama and movie texts in the past, and workforce
development and structure change in Taiwan to capture images of women workers.

This study found that women’s worker role has finally been recognized by the
mainstream drama, yet some sexual stereotypes still show in the workplace drama.
However, women were also described to work for themselves to pursue a better quality of
life, to support their parents, to buy a car or a house. Women in these trendy dramas seem
independent to some extent. This is different from the traditional dramas in which women
were often portrayed in family affair and romantic relationship, and were able to gain a

happy life “only” with some man.

Keywords: women in the workplace, ideology, drama, trendy drama
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