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Where is my home ?——The social support network

of the stray dogs’ foster families.
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Abstract

Some people in Taiwan see the social phenomenon of the stray dogs. They not
only take them home, also adopt some stray dogs from the animals’  shelters, getting
rid of the death destiny. These people offer the foster homes to settle them temporarily,
which help the stray dogs to re-socialize. What the latest propose is find the adoptive
home taking care of them in the end.

This research tries to realize how the foster homes operate their resource. There
are several discoveries. First, the attitudes of family members are the key points to
support the foster families. Second, many unfamiliar friends, friendly to dogs, or
strange friends always give immediately help to get through the predicament. The
shows the weak connection takes an important part in the social support.

The foster families struggle in these difficult, such as the medical budget, the
food shortage, the communication with the animals’  shelter or the adoptive home,
and so on.This study focuses on the methods how the foster homes operate their own
resource and social connection support to get over the dilemma, to become their belief

to continue.

key words : stray dog~ foster family ~ social support network ~ weak tie ~animal right -

animal welfare
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