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The Stratification of Cram Schooling and Its Effect on Junior High School Student’s

Academic Achievement
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ABSTRACT

Cram schooling has long been regarded as a means of improving learning
outcomes. Parents send their children to cram schools, in hope of helping them gain
higher academic achievements. According to the hypotheses of Maximally
Maintained Inequality (MMI) and Effectively Maintained Inequality (EMI), people
with different socioeconomic backgrounds have different achievements in education,
and those from families with better socioeconomic status are more likely to achieve
higher educational performance. Previous research has focused primarily on the
effects of hours took in cram schools on academic achievements. However, results of
such research could not explain the stratification in cram schooling. Therefore, this
study used “the cram schooling expense per hour” as a dependent variable and
considered family background factors, including household income, parents’
education degree, and gender, to investigate if stratification is present in

supplementary education as it is in formal education.

This study employed the 2001 data of Taiwan Education Panel Survey. The
subjects were first-year junior high school students and their parents who participated
in the first wave of the survey. Data were analyzed using linear regression and
multiple logistic regression methods. The main findings were as follows: (1) The
hours students took in cram schools per week varied by their family backgrounds; (2)
The expense of attending cram schools varied by students’ family backgrounds; (3)
The hours students took in cram schools per week affected their academic
performance. In other words, stratification in attending cram schooling leads to
educational stratification; (4) The expense of attending cram schools also had an

effect on students’ academic performance, but the difference was more significant



between students “with and without spending on cram schooling”. In other words,
stratification also existed in the cost of attending cram schools, and students are more

likely to gain higher returns from paid cram schooling.

Keywords: family background, cram schooling, academic achievement
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