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Research of the Fen-Jin Poets Club of Peigang

Researcher : Liu Chong Zuo Advisor : Dr.Cheng Ting Kuo
Abstract

Peigang was a famous port of Taiwan strait during the 16th and 17th century. The
development of humanities and literature grew richly at that time. There was a great
school for young students named “Ju-Kui School” which was built by Chin-Ling Tsui
and Chin-Hui Tsui in Peigang in 19th Dao-Guang Year of Ching Dynasty. They had
best teachers, and cultivated the most top students among the entire county. Therefore
the literature was highly developed in Peigang. But it was getting difficult to maintain
the literature development after the time of Ju-Kui School. When Japanese governed
Taiwan and set the policy to destroy the Chinese culture, the teachers and students of
Ju-Kui School found out the Japanese’s scheme and tried to find a path to maintain
the Chinese culture by setting the poets club and teaching Chinese poems. Such as the
Fen-Si Poets Club set by Ran-Biao Tsui, the Ku-Yin Poets Club set by Wei-Chao Lin,
and the Fen-Jin Poets Club set by Si-Jean Zeng. Tong-Yeh Wong was the chairman of
Fen-Jin Poets Club who was taught by Ben-Sen Tsui and Ran-Biao Tsui, the member,
Dai-Chuan Hong was taught by Wei-Chao Lin, and they all came from the Ju-Kui
School. It showed how close the connection was between the Fen-Jin Poets Club and
the Ju-Kui School. In 11th Da-Zheng year (1922 AD), Si-Jean Zeng suggested to set
the Fen-Jin Poets Club for the rich development of literature in Peigang. During the
period of Japanese government in Taiwan, the purpose to devote to maintain the
Chinese culture was accomplished through the literature activities and poems of the
Poets Club. Fen-Jin Poets Club was the seed of the traditional poets club in Yunlin
during the time under the Japanese government. And the seed grew by the movement

of club members which deeply infected other areas such as Sihu, Shuilin, Yunchang



and Huwei in Yunlin county. The development of Poets Club enriched the literature
atmosphere in Yunlin county. The Club’s poems about the hometown described many
perspectives of local history and reveal the society of old Peigang during the time of
Japanese government. It took from the tradition and reveal the modern, and showed

great importance across generations of Chinese poems .

The research is focused on the Fen-Jin Poets Club in Peigang, and the structure
of article is designed into six chapters. The 1% chapter is about the motivate and
purpose of the research. The 2™ chapter is about the development of Fen-Jin Poets
Club, and to discuss the origin, the changes and the development of Yunlin Poets
Clubs. The 3" chapter is about the founding and developing of Fen-Jin Poets Club, to
reveal the faces and meanings of the Poets Club activities across areas. The 4™ chapter
is the analysis of important poets and society. The objects are the eight famous poets
who were known as the “8 companions of poem time” and also the other new
joiners. This chapter is about the biography of the poets, focused on their work of
important poets from different generations. It tells the features of each poet with rich
Chinese culture capacity from many works. The 5th chapter gathered all works from
different generations and to generalize the topic and features from the forms, types,
and language of Fen-Jin poems. The 6" chapter is to summarize the other five
chapters and to confirm the effects on Peigang area, the contributions on the history of

Yunlin literature, and the position on the history of Taiwan literature.

Keyword: Literature of Taiwan, Poets clubs in Yunlin, Peigang, Bengang,

Fen-Jin, Chinese poems.
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