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A Study of the Qing Kwan-Shi-yin Repentance Rituals

in Tian-tai Buddhism
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Abstract

Master Zhih-yi, the Patriarch of Tian-Tai School, formulated the
ritual of invoking Kwan-shi-yin for repentance (Qing Kwan-Shi-Yin
Ch’an Fa) based on Qing Kwan-Shi-Yin Jing. In Master Zhih-yi’s old age,
he incorporated this ritual into the practice of neither walking nor sitting

of four Samadhi in Mo-he zhih-Kwan.

This thesis is composed of five chapters. Chapter One, Introduction,
describes the motives and purposes, methods, and potential of this
research. Chapter Two illustrates the Mahayana practice of repentance
and meditation in Qing Kwan-Shi-Yin Jing. In Chapter Three, through
Master Zhih-yi’s commentary on Qing Kwan-Shi-Yin Jing, | examine
how the Tian-Tai doctrine interpreted by the ritual of invoking
Kwan-shi-yin for repentance, and the Tian Tai ideology of the middle
way of reality. In Chapter Four, | analyze Zun-shi’s faith in
Kwan-shi-yin, and this repentance ritual’s structure, practice and the
way of Li-Kwan by studying his Samadhi Ritual of invoking

Kwan-shi-yin. The final chapter is the conclusion.

keywords: Tian Tai, Zhih-yi, Zun-shi, Qing Kwan-Shi-Yin Ch’an Fa,

repentance, the middle way of reality, the perfect teaching.
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