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Abstract

There are another two mainstream religions, Taoism and Faism (;£%7), except
the Buddhism for the religion preachers in Taiwan. For Taoism, its preaching type is
regular and affected by the feudal theogonies and rules. But, in contrast, the preaching
type of Faism is kind of free and vivid, it is composed of witches, wizardsand local
customs. When Chinese immigrants moved to Taiwan, their original Taoism and
Faism from Changzhou and Quanzhou of Fujien gradually evolved to current Taiwan
mainstream religions. In Taiwan, not only the Second Orthodox school (1F Z.Jk) and
Liagbao school (Z£%5 k) are popular in the north and south of Taiwan, but also the
spread and development of Xiao Fa (lesser master)(/]\;£) and Fashi (ZE) are rising
and flourishing in many areas of Taiwan, such as big Taipei city, Hsinchu, Changhua,
Tainan, Penghu, Kinm, etc.

Under the uplifting influence of the closed religions’ environment in the ancient
capital, the Fashi and Xiao Fain in Tainan all emphasize on the tradition of masters
and mentorship and the ceremony, no matter Lushan ([&]L11}K), Xujia (££HJR) or
Pu’an school (3%%t)k). And every subdivisions have their own strict condition, full of
traditions. Besides, there are many Fashi and Xiao Fa here, so it arouses their
competition between different Fashi and Xiao Fa and enhances themselves to bring up
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the great superiority and the great judgment. Thus, the Fashi and Xiao Fa in Tainan

have developed unique feature and prestige in the past years and become the

outstanding feature of the religious culture in the ancient capital.

This main study in this thesis is about Pu’an school. Due to the development of

Pu’an school has been passed for several decades, it changes by the people, time and

environment. It includes the basic Xiao Fa ritual and also mixes the Taoism ritual and

interior. It is unique in the Taiwan Fashi field, and its ritual, costume, decoration, etc

all deeply affect the Fashis in Tainan, even whole Taiwan. For the century of the

ancient capital, the transition from the old to the new is not only the time conversation

symbol but also equipped with more influential power.

This study will provide more detailed analysis for the origin and development of

Pu’an school and the ritual types, contents and meanings in order to know why Pu’an

school can be popular in Tainan or other area. And to understandhow Pu’an school to

respond it and make the decision in the transition of this society and environment.

Moreover, to catch on what meanings Pu’an school brings to people and society.

Keyword : Taoism, Rutuals, Faist troupe,Faist master, Pu’an school, Tainan Hexuan

Taoist Altar
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