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Abstract

The quality of teachers is a factor determining the success of education, while the
salaries teachers obtain have a direct effect on their involvement in education. In
addition, reasonable salaries encourage teachers to perform better. For the time being
the salaries of public secondary and elementary school teachers are issued in accordance
with the regulations established by Ministry of Education (MOE) in 1973. In 1995
Teachers’ Act was put to practice and MOE tried to regulate teachers’ salary payment
with administrative rules so that the rights of teachers working in public as well as
private schools may be secured and their quality of lecturing can be improved. Since
Oct. 1994, MOE has discussed and negotiated The Draft Governing Teachers’ Salary
Regulations with Legislative Yuan for three times. Unfortunately, since various parties
are unable to enter an agreement concerning the salary scale of teachers receiving
in-service learning, the Draft has not been passed officially so far. However, based on
the Explanation No. 707 of Judicial Yuan released on Dec. 28, 2012, teachers’ salary
payment scheme is supposed to be legalized within 3 years. If failed, the regulations
governing the salary payment of teachers in current Regulations on the Salary Payment
of Public School Teaching Faculty and Staff will expire. In this case, the legalization of
teachers’ salary payment seems to become an urgent matter nowadays.

This study is aimed at exploring the principles of teachers’ salary payment in the
manner of qualitative analysis. It discusses the current regulations of teachers’ salary
payment, its practice, the comparison of teachers’ salaries, relevant theories, the system
of teachers in-service learning, and the requirement of predictability when regulations
are changed.

Based on the study result, it is discovered that the unfairness and risks of salary



payment system are caused by the fact that the prevocational seniority of substitute
teachers working in public and private schools does not take teachers’ ranks into
consideration. Besides, those who have several months of prevocational seniority
instead of a full year one may add the months altogether to be regarded as one year of
seniority. On the other hand, teachers trying to obtain a higher rank of salaries by
acquiring advanced degrees cause as much unfairness. Therefore, this study concludes
the following points: (1) It is urgent to regulate the scheme of teachers’ salary payment;
(I1) The regulations governing public secondary and elementary school teachers’
in-service learning system require further improvement to prevent chaos; (111) The way
secondary and elementary school teachers adopt to obtain higher ranks of salaries needs
reviewing so as to achieve the fairness of salary payment scheme; and (IVV) How the
seniority of working as substitute teachers is counted may need further discussion. This
study then proposes suggestions on the articles and appendixes of legalized teachers’
salary payment regulations to serve as a reference for authorities to establish laws in the

future.

Key words: teachers’ salaries ~ teacher in-service learning ~ substitute teacher ~ Teachers’

Act ~ salary
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