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Abstract

President Ma Ying-Jou begins to promote the policy of letting mainland China
tourists to visit Taiwan after his inauguration in May 2008. This study probes the
opening up of letting mainland China tourists to visit Taiwan and its economic,
political, social and cultural impacts on Taiwan. This research argues that, from the
standpoint of the PRC, its taking steps to let its people to visit Taiwan have something
to do with its goal of national unification. The purpose of Ma administration’s
opening up policy is to pursue Taiwan’s economic growth, though, his administration
also concerned about national security of Taiwan. Observing the results of letting
mainland China tourist to visit Taiwan in the past four years, in the economic aspect,
no matter in macro and micro economic level, mainland China tourists visiting
Taiwan benefits Taiwan’s economic growth than expected. In the political aspect, the
threats to national security and social stability, which mainland China tourists brought
are lesser than expected. In the social and cultural aspects, the policy of letting
mainland China tourists to visit Taiwan can help Chinese people to understand
Taiwan. The opening up policy also can enhance mutual understanding for people on
both sides of the Taiwan Strait. General speaking, the policy of letting mainland

China tourists to visit Taiwan have more positive effects than its negative effects.

Keyword: Mainland China tourist, the Cross-Strait Relations, Mainland Policy,
Taiwan Policy of the PRC, Tourism
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