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A Study on the Implementation of English-Learning
Education for the First Graders of the Elementary
Schools in Taiwan : from the homeroom teacher’ s

perspectives
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Abstract

This study focuses on the implementation of the English-Learning
education for the first graders of elementary schools in Taiwan - from the

homeroom teacher's perspectives. The issues involved in the study
include the critical review of government’s English-Learning policy for
elementary schools, and the current situation and problems of English
Teaching for the first graders of elementary schools. Besides, the
feasibility and advantages of which the homeroom teachers assist their
students in learning English. At the same time, this study provides also
some suggestions for further research.. The chief research method used in
this study is Documentary Analysis, supplemented by the participant

observation by the author. Six conclusions are summarized as below.

1. Government is lack of an overall planning of English-Teaching
education policy for the elementary schools. Inadequate
funding for such education and the unequal distribution of
resources make the urban-rural gap and the bimodal

phenomenon of English language ability exacerbate.

2. The numbers of English teachers is obviously inadequate. Due
to the high proportion of unqualified English teachers are
adopted in the real teaching situation, the number of English
courses cannot increase in most schools. That may reduce the

learning opportunities and effect of pupils.



3. English-Learning textbooks are often so excessive and
disordered that makes it difficult for English teachers to
choose the adequate materials for pupils. And due to lacking
for funds, the teaching-aids devices are unable to be purchased
and maintained. The allocated resources are difficult to be

increased by individual schools themselves.

4, English phonics learning is neglected and lack of teaching

aids.

5. The Regularly Grading for English courses increases pressure
and brings frustrations for for the first graders in elementary

schools.

6. The advantages that homeroom teachers assist their pupils in

learning English are more than expected.

Finally according to the above conclusions, the author also puts forth
some proposals for the relevant authorities including government and
schools, as well as the proposal for the English teacher and homeroom
teacher in the teaching field. It is hoped that the implementation of
English teaching policy when it is executed formally in the future can

make more progression.

Keywords: elementary school English teaching, elementary school

homeroom teacher, teaching first graders English
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