An Analysis of the Significance and Uniqueness
of theChurch’s Promoting Character Education

-Illustrated by the Case of Four Churches in Tainan City
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Abstract

Through a long observation of Character Camp of Christianity, this research
learns its operation idea and its effects on character education and further discusses
the differences between character education implemented by religion, the third
sector, family education and school education and whether the implementation of
Character Camp in churches can make it a place for character training. This paper
attempts to learn whether character education can get out of family education and
school education to be promoted more comprehensively.

This research is mainly conducted through in-depth interview of qualitative
research. It selects 4 churches in Tainan for a long observation first and then uses
purposive sampling to select teachers, parents and children from the 4 churches for
semi-structured interview. With observation and participation in Character Camp, it
gets a comprehensive understanding of teachers’ teaching methods in character
education, parents’ acceptance and children’s participation.

This research finds that the declining family function caused by the low birth
rate and busy parents and the educational environment where too much importance
are attached to exam results are two big causes why character education is so
difficult to be carried out in families and schools. Children generally have not learnt
to share, and tolerate and respect others. In families with fewer children, the
perception of “sharing” is even weaker. Character Camp makes children bear good
models in mind by telling stories, lets them fully understand *“sharing”, “tolerance”
and “respect” which they lack through games and corrects their value of being
self-centered in games. In school education, exam result is still a teacher’s main focus,
which will make character education never be able to demonstrate its power.
Children feel that good grades, good manners and teachers’ preference are equal. If
character education is confused with grades, it can never be successfully carried out.
The greatest advantage of the implementation of character education in churches is
that there’s no pressure from grades. Teachers just need to teach the character well.
Therefore, it’s more objective than school education and character education can be
conducted more purely in churches without producing preconceived notions.

To make children accept Character Camp better and parents less skeptical,
churches usually adjust the proportion of religious doctrine. In this way, children
will feel less bored and parents will not doubt whether the church has an ulterior

motive to hold Character Camp. Therefore, Character Camp produces religion
v



secularization phenomenon. People have different points of view about whether this
is good for the promotion of Character Camp. This paper also discusses the related
advantages and disadvantages.

Keywords: Character Education; Religion Secularization; Christianity; School
Education; Family Education
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