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Abstract:

As a pioneer in international climate policy-making, the EU uses its ETS as the
most important climate policy tools, and creates the world's largest emissions trading
market. The EU ETS also experience several significant reforms by amending the
Directives. But in the current European sovereign-debt crisis and the downturn situation
of world economy, it’s difficult to assess whether the EU ETS is still functioning in the
future. One of the amendments by the EU to include aviation in the EU ETS has already
proven to be internationally controversial. The entry into force of an EU law covering
international aviation emissions is a significant move in a two-decade process
concerning whether and how aviation emissions of CO? may be abated. This
groundbreaking policy which is forward-looking and controversial, takes decades and
efforts to be created, revealing Brussels’ true standpoint and intentions in climate
change policy. The issues of post-Kyoto climate regime and aviation emissions
reduction are still under development. National interest will continue to come to light.
Related controversy is hard to solved in the short-term.

This paper take “the inclusion of aviation in the EU ETS” for example, and seeks
to outline the Brussels’ process of interior debate and generalize international response
and feedback. In conclusion, As the EU did not foresee effective global measures
emerging from cooperation under ICAO, as mandated under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol,
the EU extended its EU ETS to control aviation emissions effective January 1, 2012.
For accomplishing an international aviation emissions reduction agreement and attain
global consensus in the post-Kyoto era, EU use this controversy and dilemma to make a
further concessions in order to gain advantages. On the other hand, the inclusion of
aviation in the EU ETS would increase revenue and trading volume of the emissions
trading market, and even save EU ETS.
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