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Abstract

This study 1s looking to understand families with no male heir in the regards of ancestral rites,
appropriation of heirloom, plans for senior living, mental adjustment, and meaning of life.

This study utilized in depth interviews with six families that have no male heir in the family.
Through their life stories we can understand the generation they grew up 1n, the pressure from
within the family, the support from their marriage, and the experience of not fulfilling the Chinese
expectation of a family.

Through the research we see the families go through a process - 1. Change in philosophy.2.
Arrangement of ancestral ceremonies. 3. Financial independence and health. 4. Planning for senior
living,.5. No regrets people’s admiration.

Conclusions based on the study: Change cultural values through education, advocate male

and female equality, Government social welfare, some advice for improvements in the future..

Key Words: Families with no male heir, ancestral rites, life planning, life meaning.
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