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Environmental protection Issues in Social Studies Textbook of Elementary school
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the issue and discussion related to environmental
protection and education provided in sociatudies textbook for Elementary
School. Three research questions are proposed as follows: 1. Does the contents of the
textbooks reflect the objective of environmental education? 2. What are the differences
on contents of environmental education between textbooks of different versions? 3.
How do environment education materials in textbooks of different versions cultivate
the recognition framework for students?

To tackle the questions stated above, three versions of social studies textbook from
different publishers, Kang Hsuan, Nan-yi, and Han Lin, are analyzed by applying the
method of qualitative content analysis. First, domestic and foreign literatures are
reviewed for obtaining theoretical concept; then, related contents are extracted from
the textbooks for coding and classifying for the formation of core concept; finally,
after establishing the conceptual framework of environmental education in the three
versions of textbooks, an analysis is conducting for discussion and conclusion.

The result of the study suggests the following conclusions. 1. The major contents
of the three versions of textbooks do not show many differences, but on contents
related to environmental education, the discrepancy reveals. 2. All three versions of
textbooks fall short of providing contents of regulation and non-governmental
organization of environmental protection, the nuclear dilemma, and environmental
protection practice guidelines. 3. In achieving the objective of environment education,
contents of environmental action skills and environmental action experiences are not
sufficiently provided in all three versions of textbooks.

Key words: environmental education, qualitative content analysis
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