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Abstract

History is not created under a single regime, and the ordinary native culture is formed
by all events and processes experienced by the people from different hierarchies during a
certain period of time. This research, initiated from the narration of an elderly madam in
Chiayi, catches sight of feminine life during the times while Japanese were ruling Taiwan.

As patriarchy had been bringing about huge influence on Han people, females had
less freedom and opportunities to pursue their own education. However, it was from the
Japanese-ruled period that Taiwanese females started to free themselves from the
limitation, and thus join the public society. Japanese government advocated education,
which offered opportunities for women not only to study but also to work out of home.

This then led women to enter into the public society and triggered their self-consciousness.

This thesis is based on the narration of an elderly madam’s life, and this narration was
picked from an interview on a radio program called Yun-Chia Events, held by Chiayi City
Humanity Association. The research analyzes and discusses three main fields, including
the Existence, the privacy of females, and women in public. The research is looking
forward to presenting the ordinary native culture within Chiayi area, which is concluded

and constructed out of the narration of the story and life of the native women.

Keywords : Female ~ Ordinary native culture ~ Japanese-ruled period ~ family ~ memory
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