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Abstract

With the progression of the green, ecology awareness of tourists, the concept
of ecotourism has spreaded more than 30 years in practice. And in which, the
interpretation involved, has been regarded as one of the centerpiece to
promote the sustainable ecotourism. As many scholars mentioned, the
interpretation not only could improve tourists’ interest, but also obtain the
identity; furthermore, increase the tourism experience of visitors.
Interpretation is therefore seen as a ‘win-win’ situation for environmental
managers and tourists. However, with the practical operation in fact, there has
lots of empirical evidences showed that the interpretation programs conducted
in ecotourism were rare. As for tourists, interpretation does not like school
education is provided with mandatory; therefore, the tourists often express the
preference of the interpretation by their feet. For tourists, the burden of
interpretation fee occupied of the travel costs, are also caused by tourists one
major obstacle to particitpate in. However, as in the supply aspects, the
interpretation services in ecotourism destination are often too few to satisfy
ecotourists, especially in those relatively undisturbed and inconvenience of
traffic natural areas. In facts, many researches have pointed out that if
interpretation provided by the local residents (community), then the local
residents have the superiority of the local region, and they understand the

local custom, culture, and ecology, they can provide it to tourist efficiently,
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and agglomerate the centripetal of local community. However, even with the
aforementioned niche, the residents in ecotourism destination still little
involved in interpretation program. Therefore, the overriding objective of this
research aims to explore the attitude of local residents participating in the
program of interpretation, as well as the difficulties that will face by practice.
Therefore, we collected datd by the in-depth interview method and
investigated residents’ interpretating attitude toward ecotourism in a tribe of
Tefuye, Alishan. The results showed that the interpretating willingness and
participation of local residents (particularly community youth) is not high,
and the phenomenon could conclude as following two reasons. First, the local
residents have a little knowledge of ecotourism, and can not understand the
significance of ecotourism and interpretation service. Even if ecotourism can
provide more benefit in the community, but their willing is not high. Second,
because the benefit of interpretation service is limited, and ecotourism was
classified as littlt scale economic activity in Tefuye (compare to traditional
farming); as consequently, the community youth would rathere choose their
original job, and do not want to choose interpretation service.

In additional, due to the fact that the interpretation service would bring more
positive externality for the society, therefore from the perspective of
economics, the government's intervention is a way to correct the distorted
interpretation market. The case proposed by the research shown that, little
scale tourism such as ecotourism in tribe, the government's intervention of
ecotourism interpretation service could be reevaluated, for achieving the
objective and original intention of ecotourism.

Keyword: Ecotourism, Interpretation, Community
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