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Abstract

Unlike traditional travels, working holiday has no certain schedule, and it
combines tourism and work together that makes backpackers have enough
time to touch and learn local culture with the depth of understanding. In this
regard, this study taking qualitative study as methodology divides into three
phases, as follows: the first is to explore related articles in blogs. Via
snowball-sampling method, the second phase is to have a deep interview with
eight experienced backpackers. Then, the final is to be an observer for
understanding their growth on experiences, skills, etc. According to the result,
it shows that most of workers are around 20-30 years old, and they think it is

a good opportunity to experience values of “learning by doing.” Firstly, their



motivation includes personal profits—for instance, facing turning point of life,
arranging long holiday, and recalling good memories in the past—and the
enjoyment of life, such as to accept challenges, to broaden self-knowledge,
and to experience foreign culture. Secondly, difficulties and challenges are
professional skills (for example, lacking professional knowledge of the work,
language ability), human relationship, including different treatments and no
close relationship because of cultural difference, and challenges of the work,
above all, the gap between roles changing and tired feelings on work. Thirdly,
changes after working holiday can be found from personal changes (positive
attitude, mature and independent personality, good relationship with others,

etc.) and abilities (working experiences and professional skills).
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