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A Study of the Experiences of New Immigrant Women

Nurturing Their Disabled Children in an Elementary
School : System Theory
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Abstract

From the viewpoint of the System Theory, this study investigates the new
immigrant women’s experiences of nurturing their disabled children in an
elementary school, and explores the relationship between new immigrant
women and their diverse living environments in bringing up their disabled
children.

This study uses qualitative research approach including close interviews
with seven mothers of disabled children, their school teachers and the writer’s
participant observation. The results of this study are as follows:

1. Family system: The new immigrant women lacking of parenting
knowledge and family support has a negative impact on the
development of their disabled children.

2. Relatives and neighbor system: The new immigrant women receive less
direct assistance from their relatives, friends and neighbors in parenting
their disabled children.

3. Early intervention agency and school system: The new immigrant
women don’t actively take part in their children’s early treatments and
school activities. As a result, this makes significant impact on the
improvement of their disabled children and on children’s other
performances.

Finally, the results of this study offer recommendations to the municipal
family education centers, early intervention agencies, schools, and future

research.

Keywords: new immigrant women, disabled children, nurturing experience,
System Theory
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