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Reading Instruction of Picture Books with Gender Equality

Concepts for The Fourth Grade of a Elementary School
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore how the reading teaching of picture books
for teaching gender equality affects elementary students’concepts and conducts on 3
crucial abilities including “self-understanding”,“self-other relationship” and
“self-breakthrough” on the significant agenda of “gender equality education” during
the nine-year compulsory curricular. Based on the results of teaching with picture
books, there were some findings and reflections revealed by the researcher.
This action research is engaged by two stages. In order to experimentally teach
23 students of 4th grade in certain Taichung elementary school for eight weeks, the
author has picked up some picture books such as “The Red Rooster”, “Whether Sachi
has penis or not”, “Piggy Book™ , “Little Sister Bao’s hip”, and “Never mind it’s big
or small” as storybooks for Gender Equality Education. Then the researcher used
pretest and posttest results of Gender Equality Education TEST, classroom
observations, interviews as major research methods and supplemented with hint
records, learning sheets, students feedback sheets after 2-stage teaching as well as the
parents’ opinions to collect and analyze data. According to the results of data analysis,
the important findings are as follows:
1. The picture books have positive influence on improving the junior’s concept and
conduct on “self-understanding for both genders”.
2. The picture books also have positive influence on improving the junior’s concept
and conduct on “self-other relationship for both genders”.
3. The picture books have positive influence on improving the junior’s concept and
conduct on “self-breakthrough for both genders”.
4. While designing and implementing the educative activities on gender equality with
picture books, the researcher had some reflections from these teaching

experiences.



The researcher offered some relevant discussions and suggestions based on the
alleged findings, hoping it would be good reference for those who want to lay out,

design or explore the curricula of gender equality education in the future.

Keywords: Gender Equity Education, Picture Book, reading teaching
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