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The Effects of Intermarriage on Child’'s Mandarin Chinese

Competency

Abstract

In the past two decades, there is great growing number of intermarriages for
Talwanese male by marriage with female in Southeast Asia.  The education problem
of "children of immigrant residents’ becomes the issue that people pay attention to
gradually.

The samples of this study were 152 children in kindergarten, in Chia-yi County.
The paper not only adopted "L anguage Disorders Scale for Preschoolers-Revised ",
developed by as aresearch tool, but also used the linear regression analysis as an
analytical strategy to explore the following three questions:

First, were there significant differences in the language comprehension of
Mandarin between the children of transnational marriages and domestic marriages?

Second, were there significant differences in the oral expression of Mandarin
between the children of transnational marriages and domestic marriages?

Third, what caused their differences of language abilities between the children of
transnational marriages and domestic marriages?

The main findings of this study were stated below:

First, there was no significant difference in the language comprehension and the
oral expression of Mandarin between the children of transnational marriages and
domestic marriages.

Second, "mother's nationality” (country of origin area) nor " mother's Mandarin
competency" has impact on children's language ability.

Third, asthe primary caregiver, mother's education was important for children's
language ability.

Keywords: Intermarriage, language ability, preschool children/young children
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