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some foreign cities, were often chosen as a means of lending a weird and exotic

216

atmosphere to the plot.
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This novel conforms to our accustomed standards in that it does not
reveal the criminal at the very beginning, lacks the more fantastic
supernatural element, has a limited number of dramatis persons, contains
no material that is not germane to the plot, and is relatively short. At

the same time the plot is quite ingenious, and the novel is well written,

21 Robert Van Gulik (CELEBRATED CASES OF JUDGE DEE) <TRANSLATOR’ S PREFACE
> (New York : Dover Publications > 1976 ) FI 1

“7 % (CELEBRATED CASES OF JUDGE DEE) ™2 L1 | gl ffrsfis i<y 1, % %F Ifil > = EF
ERS *@pﬁ$% = 457 PR - H*%?”‘”?*“LWQ%EFWT{

PR RGBT PP TR e 2 (| B O Rsgs]s: -

28 Thus, in settmg out to present to the Western lover of crime literature a complete translation of a

Chinese detective novel, my main problem was to find one that combines a maximum of undiluted

detection and of general human interest, with a minimum of the peculiarly Chinese features discussed.

Robert Van Gulik (CELEBRATED CASES OF JUDGE DEE) <TRANSLATOR’ S PREFACE>
(New York : Dover Publications » 1976 ) FI 5
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with all our familiar tricks to keep the reader in suspense, and with a

judicious mixture of tragedy and comedy.**°
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220AIthough she is but the wife of a small shopkeeper, her iron will and great force of character remind
on of the formidable Empress Dowager of the last years of the Empire, and of other Chinese women
who have played a predominant role in Chinese history. Robert Van Gulik { CELEBRATED CASES
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1965 (=55 LB V) 2002
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Phantom of the temple

1966 <<35Fﬁ’1_ﬁ4 %) 2001
Necklace and calabash
1967 (€= y‘l‘ﬁJ Q) 2001

Poets and murder
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