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A Research on the Thought and Behavior of Martyring
Oneself for His Country ---- the Thinker Liu Zong Zhou and

Chen Chueh’s Life Choice in the Late Ming Dynasty
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Abstract

This research explores the thoughts and behaviors from committing martyrdom for
one’s country from the meaning of life perspective. In addition, the life and death
choice made by scholars during late Ming Dynasty era will be adopted as the scope
for this research. First of all, let us distinguish the differences between suicide and
martyrdom for the country then it is followed with illustrations that committing
martyrdom for one’s country is not a simple case of suicide. Afterwards, this research
will explore the origin and evolution for committing martyrdom for one’s country idea
within the context of traditional thoughts.

Political environment of late Ming era was one of the rare darkness and absurdity.
For those scholars on the stage during that era had no option but faced the harsh
reality and made necessary decisions. It did not matter whether committing
martyrdom for the country or not, they had their own versions of thought foundation
and behavioral standard. And there existed a kind of people who did not care about
the meaning of life and escaped the torment from life or death, indulged themselves in
the pursuit of both scholarly honor and official ranks. If that is the case, then it does
not concern this research.

Lastly, this thesis will compare two of the thinkers during late Ming Dynasty: Liu
Zong-zhou and Chen Chueh. These two had the relationship of master and disciple.
Similarly, they both encountered the drastic changes resulted from the demise of Ming
Dynasty. Liu, as the master, witness the proof for his own scholarly theory through
hardship during dying process. Chen, on the other hand, survived without committing
martyrdom for his country, put up with torture from both extreme poverty and
physical sickness, he still maintained the normal book writing and expounding of the
doctrines, and engaged in deep thinking of questions like life and death in addition to
righteousness. Moreover, Chen also promoted mourning and burial reforms by
targeting to social ills and deficiencies. Both of them had the lives of living out to the
fullest and dying without any regrets.

Key Words : committing martyrdom for one’s country ~ the meaning of life -

the life and death choice ~ Liu Zong-zhou ~ Chen Chueh
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