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The Transmition of Dizang Faith in Taiwan— 

The Basis on the Classics and Archives 

Yi-Ching Chiu 

Doctoral Student, Department of History, Chinese Culture University 

Abstract

“I swear not to be Buddha unless the Hell is empty”. This is the basic 

understanding of “Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva” among general believers. It is written in 

“Ten Cakras of Ksitigarbha” that Ksitigarbha has uncountable mystic pious deeds, 

which are immeasurable by all the sravaka & solitary realizer in this world. It is also 

said in “The Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva Sutra” that Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva has already 

proved to get ten stages of realization, but only being pitiful for all living creatures and 

in order to educate to love, he still stays at pratyekabuddha stage rather than becoming 

Buddha. Besides, the story of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva going to the hell in order to save 

his mother is also recorded in “The Ksitigarbha Bodttvhisaa Sutra”. Since this, stories of 

Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva appears in the hell to rescue all living creatures are spread out 

and whom, is called “Darkness Leader”. Since Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva has the image of 

fulfilling filial piety and savior, the Dizang Faith has become important clique among 

the Chinese Buddism clans and makes him one of the four Bodhisattvas in Chinese 

Buddism. 

Currently in Taiwan, though there aren’t many temples worshiping Ksitigarbha 

Bodhisattva as the main god, but early back to the 36th year of Kangxi (1697), people in 

Zhuluo County (today’s Chiayi) already built up the first Dizang Abbey ( ), 

which inside the temple Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva is the main god worshipped, and the 

Dizang Faith was spread out. Furthermore, the Dizang Abbey ( ) also took care of 

the immigrants who died in foreign land, which includes the social responsibilities of 

holding funeral ceremonies and temporary keeping coffins. And it has popularized the 

Dizang Faith. This essay is going to discuss the beginning, development and influence 
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of the Dizang Faith spread in Taiwan, so that the general believers can understand the 

development and legacy of Dizang Faith in Taiwan. 

 

Keywords: Dizang Faith, Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva, Darkness Leader, Dizang Abbey, 
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