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From the Small Temple to the Large
Temple: The Multifaceted Images of the

Earth God in Puli, Taiwan

Hui-Yu Mei

Assisant Professor, National Chi Nan University

Abstract

The temple of the Earth God (Tudi Gong) is the most
popular one in Taiwan and it always arises related discussions
on settlements. The Earth God’s temple location reflects
people’s daily life, means of livelihood, the scale of the groups
and their organizations, showing how people think about their
environment and how to react. There are two well-known
perspectives for explaining the Earth God temple phenomena,
one of which is the temple stands for where the settlement is,
and the other is that the temple marks out the development stage
of Taiwanese society. However, after comparing with various
cases, the historical reasons for the temple formation challenge

the relevancy of these perspectives, and the modernization also
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adds the situation more complicated. Therefore, these thoughts

need to be re-considered and clarified.

The holistic image of the Earth God has to be explored in
the context of the Small Temple as well as that of the Large
Temple in Puli. The former context shows the settlement
meaning of the Earth God varies according to the center as well
as the surroundings of the basin. The latter shows the Earth God
is the best example proving ‘benevolence making people turn
into gods,” a thought valued and practiced at the flying phoenix
hall everywhere in Puli. The changes of the community relate to
the activities of the residents. The rebuilt/reconstruction of the
Earth God temple expresses the subjectivity of the people,
describing how the locals produce, represent and reproduce
social activities. It also embodies the process of locality as a
result of the cultivation of life experience and group
interactions. This process reflects how people connect their
identity to a fixed location and thus generate a sense of place.
The rituals held by the flying phoenix hall perform the locality,
and the participants not only embody it but also create new
opportunities that might become part of the traditional context
or potential for the new context. The dimension and the context
of the locality is not always the same; the image of the Earth

God is the symbol of the locality.

Keywords: Puli, The Earth God (Tudi Gong), the Good Fortune
God, the Flying Phoenix, Locality
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