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A Study on the Reception of The Golden Lotus
in the Edo Period

Kawashima Yuko

Abstract

The Golden Lotus, ranked as one of the Four Great Masterpieces of China (the
other three, Romance of the Three Kingdoms, Outlaws of the Marsh, Journey to the
West) was firstly introduced to Japan in the Edo period. However, compared with the
other three works, The Golden Lotus is considered to have had less influence on
Japanese literature and culture. What is the reason that The Golden Lotus has not been
widely disseminated in modern Japan? Through investigating the relevant materials
and researches, this paper argues that The Golden Lotus’s limited reception in the Edo
period was not because of its labeling as an erotic fiction, but because of its esoteric

and difficult language.
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