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Wan-Li gui-mao year Fu-

Chou Poetic Society Event Investigation

Jian-kun, Xu

Abstract

During the first year of Wan-Li (1603), there is a series of poetic society event
in Fu-Chou, lead by Chao Shi-Hsien, Juan Zi-Hwa, Tsao Hsue-Chuang. Tu-Long is
invited as special guest. Close to a hundred poets joined the event, and this year is

considered the most famous year of late Ming's Fu-Jien poetic community.

This study investigate the participants identity, age, and personal network, and
provide a solid description about late Ming's Fu-Jien poetic community. It not only
supplement the event related to Tu-Long's Fu-Jien trip, as well as understand the
meaning of local poet's social networking pattern. The findings are summarized as

below:

(1) The poetic society members are " to find friend with essays, and use friend
to achieve benevolence”. They all have a great passion for creation of poems, and
set up poetic events along the calendar. There are handicap imposed at each event
such as limit the rhymes and the topics, to demonstrate their talent at the event.

There are also no entry barrier to the society. Every time when there is a gathering,
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there will be a designated officer to held the party, and arrange shows, and show
girls, to make the event looks crowded, and have a elderly participants serve as poet

leader.

(2) The preservation of poetic society is still at risk. The elders are passing
away, and many host are in their 60s. Middle age participants are settled with their
local living routine and are not tough enough to manage society housekeeping
duties. Local rich people's descendants usually got a official appointment due to the
wealth of their parents, and like to express their fond of poems, while they aren't
really proficient in it. Young members are mostly newly qualified scholars, and was
appointed elsewhere. The growth of poetic society heavily relied on the young
scholars, but they are mostly busy with their official administrative duties and was
not able to spare time and effort. Local official's support are also an important factors

in the preservation of poetic society.

(3) The change in leadership of mid-Fu-Jien poetic society has put the

relationship between Chao Shi-Hsien, and Tsao Hsue-Chuang under high tension.

(4) The events have shift the Fu-Jien poets traditional behavior, and turning

toward a more "enjoy your life" style.

(5) The participants of the society are recruited through advertisement in Fu-
Jien, Wu, Chu, Yueh region, and poets from Pu-Tien, Chang-Chou are also

participating.

Key Word: Late Ming, Fu-Chou region, Wan-Li, Local Poetry, Local Culture.
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