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Abstract

Since 2002, elementary school children of foreign spouses are increasing every
year. The children of foreign spouses perform worse than the students of major
ethnicity backgrounds in the academic area. Since they will be the masters of the
country in the future, it is significant to improve these children of foreign spouses’
academic performance.

I did the qualitative research on eight outstanding children of foreign spouses in
academic performance. Children of foreign spouses, parents and instructors were
interviewed. Data are analyzed from the social capital theory perspective, parents’
ideas of education, parent-child relationship, and teacher-parent relationship in order
to explore the reasons that influence their academic performance.

The results are as follows: (A) parents’ positive view of education in academic
learning: parents must show the educational expectations to their children, do not
force the academic achievement of their children, but using a more positive,
encouraging way to replace punishments, do not give children learning pressure, but
to give timely care and assistance of academic learning to children. (B) Good
interaction between parents and children is the energy of kinetic learning: frequent
interaction between parents and children after school hours will promote positive
feelings, and better family atmosphere, so parents will be able to better understand
their children’s performance in school. If parents can allocated more time to
accompany their kids study or do their homework, it will make children feel the care
of parents; by doing so, not only will enhancing parent-child relationship, but also the
child will have a serious academic study power. (C) The establishment of the
relationship between parents and teachers can help parents rule out the resistance of
children’s academic study: the timely communication between parents and teachers
can provide the academic learning assistance of students timely and help to remove
obstacles.

Finally, according to the research of this study, I offer some suggestions for

parents, school teachers and on the follow-up studies.

Keywords: Foreign spouses, Foreign spouse’s children, Social capital theory,

Academic achievement
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