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Abstract

The aim of this study is to explore the relationship between the religious
developments and the cultural industries in Taiwan using Taiwan Taoist temple as the
subject. One may query how this traditional religion was able to acquire the
identification and to aggregate the consensus from the public in the highly
technigue-devel oped society nowadays. The course of temple-constructing may provide
clues since it can be deemed as the progresses of forming and establishing the
connotation of the religious belief. This thesis is an attempt to explore this theme from
the viewpoint of cultural industry focusing on the following four aspects:

- ~ Analyzing the present management patterns and the features regarding people,
culture, location, landscape, and productivity from the history and outlook of
the temple.

= ~ Exploring the aesthetic implications and presentations embedded in the

religion.

W

~ Understanding the operating system of the cultural industriesin relation to the
developments of religious tourism.
2 ~ Discussing the aesthetic contents and implications presented by the religious
industries.

In light of the content and topics discussed in this thesis, the framework of the
thesis consists of four parts. The first part is in association with the motivation, the
purpose, the methods applied, and the scope of the research followed by literature
review, in the second part, to explore the variant appearances produced by the cultural
industries which were derived from the religious belief. In the third part, the interviews
with the prime leaders and administrative personnel of the temple, as the field study, are

presented in order to specify the historical context and the construction course of the



temple, and also to probe the relation between human factors and geographical features.
Finally, in the last part, the cultural implications of the religion represented by the
courtyard of the temple are analyzed and discussed, from the views of management and

culture, using some examples of past miracles and the aesthetic landscape of the temple.

keyword : religious industries, cultural industries, Taiwan Taoist temple, ritual aesthetics
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