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A Review on Rosker: On Pre-Qin
Theory of Cognition

Hsien Chung Lee”

Abstract

Based on the examination on nature of names and actualities,
knowledge and action, Prof. Jana S. Rosker’s work provides a
comprehensive Contours of Pre-Qin theory of cognition, which
manifests the respective concentration of different schools
including Confucianism, Mohism, Schools of Names and Taoism.
Furthermore, Rosker points out the difference between Western
epistemology and Pre-Qin thought. This article reviews Rosker’s
work and extends her point of view in order to explicate the
more detailed description of cognitive connotations in the
Pre-Qin period. Furthermore, the correlations and discrepancies
between respective schools of thought will be clarified. From the
cognitive object, cognitive subject, cognitive structure and
cognitive background, pointing out that Mohism concerns with
the physical environment, whereas Confucianism concerns with
the ethical and political environment. The main subjects of
Gongsun Long’s thought are the meta-reflexive aspect of human
cognition and the consistency between names and actualities

* Professor, National Taiwan University, Department of philosophy
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regarding human expression, whereas Hui Shi pays more
attention to comparison of different things for the same and
holism. For Laozi and Zhuangzi, merging with the metaphysical
Dao is all that matters. This paper attempts to further understand
of the epistemological thought in pre-Qin period.

Keywords: names, actualities, knowledge, acting, cognitive
subject, cognitive object, cognitive structure and cognitive
background.
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