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Community Governance and Social Capital in Rural

Communities:
A Case Study of Sher Suei Village

Chun-sung Liao™

Abstract

This study is aimed at exploring the dynamics of accumulation and
consumption of social capital in rural communities, with a particular
attention on the case of Sher Suei village after the 921 earthquake disaster.
The core elements of social capital theory applied in this case study of Sher
Suei community are networks, norms and trust. And the research methods
adopted are literature analysis and interviews. It is found that the important
factors for accretion of community empowering engine are the close ties
and outward expansion of community networks, the practice of community
values and norms, and the close interactions between community residents.
It is also uncovered that the principal factors for depleting the driving force
of community empowerment are the short of sustainability for collective
action within community, the shrinking of dialogue space for community
residents, and the declining mutual trust. The experience of community
governance about the buildup and depletion of community capital in Sher
Suei community for the past decade, entangled with a mess function of
people, resource and organization, could be a mirror of learn and
Introspection for other rural communities.

Keywords: Community Empowerment, Social Capital, Community

Networks, Trust.

" The author is an associate professor in the Department of Public Policy and
Administration, National Chi Nan University.
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