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Abstract

This study explores that in today’s technological -- digital and network,
environment, the e-book market is surprisingly under-developed relative to
the music industries. Although sufficient time and investment has already
been made, the market lacks a strong business model which has slowed
market growth vs. expectations.

While many assume that the key issue behind slow market adoption of
e-books is related to the usability of the devices -- the hardware available to
consumers, this is in fact not the main issue. What is preventing market
development, is the fact that a key player is missing within the business
model. A hub specifically focused on the e-commerce administration of
e-books, namely the collection, storage, and distribution of content related to
the business, is needed to progress the overall development of this market.

This study attempts to review the basis of the e-book market and
business model, from a supply and demand perspective, to assess the
stakeholders and determine who/what is really needed. Through deeper
review of market dynamics, including comparisons to other e-industries, this
study offers a specific solution to facilitating e-book industry growth, spurring
content availability and ease of user adoption. A new business platform model
is recommended and the specific changes which need to occur to ensure
progress, are examined and described in detail.

Keywords: E-Book Market, Intellectual Property Rights, Platform,
Business Model
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