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Abstract

The segment of agricultural production has been shrinking in terms of GPD.
The impact on agriculture caused by WTO is going to be predictably severe.
Taiwan’s farming communities are now facing a sterner challenge besides
brain drain and aging farmers. WTO has worsened the situation that has
already been vulnerable. However, with the rise of growing demand of leisure
and relaxation, rural tourism provides the farming communities with a great
transition opportunity for the traditional agriculture. Promoting rural tourism,
as a result, becomes an ideal option for sustainable development of farming
communities. By interviewing locals, gathering population structure and
nature resources, this article aims to discover the potential resources that a
farming community has to offer. Beishi, a farming community in Chiayi
County, has long been rich in varieties of ecological environment and rural
prospects. With highly motivation of developing rural tourism, Beishi
community is chosen as a research target. Based on a field investigation, this
research puts forward three major proposals: make workable community
management plan, map out proper resource management and construct
tourism management system. This research also aims at the current Beishi
community, and correspondent problems with projects are offered to Beishi
residents.

Keywords:Rural Tourism,Sustainable Community,Community Renaissance
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