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Abstract

Since 1993, China has changed from a net oil exporter to a net oil importer. In
2003, China has even overtaken Japan to become the world's second largest consumer
of petroleum (after the U.S.). China's dependence on foreign sources of energy is thus
becoming a specific threat for her energy security. In recent years, oil prices have
been rising steadily due to the growth of the world economy, a decline in oil
production, and unexpected events in oil trading. Energy shortages have forced China
into a constant search for new sources of imported energy, which has gradually
changed the global structure of energy supply and demand. As a result, China has
been working actively recently to diversify its sources of energy imports. This
dissertation first reviews China's energy policies and strategies in the post-Cold War
era. It then analyses China's energy diplomacy towards three main areas of
extraordinary oil resources and its implications on the future relationships between
China and other great powers. Finally, it tries to articulate the future challenges
China's energy diplomacy might be met and its implications on Taiwan. This
dissertation concludes that, first of al, Chinas energy diplomacy has involved the
integration of political, military, diplomatic and economic means, and the
development of close partnerships with individual foreign governments. And this
strategy of developing overseas energy sources has been very successful. Secondly,
China's energy diplomacy has upset the existing pattern of relationships between
importer nations and exporter nations, which has led to major changesin her relations
with the Japan, India, the US, Russia, and even global economy as a whole. Finaly,
the impact of China's energy diplomacy on Taiwan has been particularly severe and

has greatly narrowed Taiwan's diplomatic room for maneuver. To face with Chinas



energy policy, Taiwan should formulate a new energy policy of its own in response to

the changing environment of the global energy market.
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