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The Reform of Chinese Provincial satellite TV Industry

- the case of GZSTV and DRAGONTYV

Abstract

Since the P.R.C. was established in 1949, all the media had been as important
propaganda tools by the CCP, and almost regional TV stations were emerged national
strategies to local ones. Until 1982, the Central planned finally to open some local channels,
and permitted to handle the education ones. In 1983, SARFT set up the “four levels to
manage mix cover, inclusive of broadcast and TV,” policy to make the local officials obtain
broad executive space on managing TV industries and start to deliver the TV signal to the
satellite. In 1996, some western provincial satellite TVs ( Guizhou, and etc. ) , coordinated the
“Western Great Development” policy, became some of the first batch on satellite around
China.

Along with the “reform and open policy”, the provincial TV, which funded from the
government allocation in the past, started to assume responsibility for own profits and losses,
and the government subsidy were getting fewer and fewer. Therefore, more than 30 provincial
satellite TVs recent years have a main core duty, “looking for the market localization and the
strategy” for oneself. Generally, most channels hit the channel content localization, inclusive
of the GZSTV and DRAGONTV’s regional sign. Current provincial satellite TV reforms are
different from the pre-system TVs owned by the CCP or PRC, therefore this research
compared a provincial satellite TV in the Eastern developed area with another ones in the
western area positively to understand similarities and differences of the respective local
strategy around the provincial satellite TV.

According to “the Institutional change Theory”, we analyze the reform of Chinese
provincial satellite TV from the management, editing-and-broadcasting, and ownership
system of the GZSTV and DRAGONTYV. In the reform of management system, we analysis
about cooperation of the undertaking work, TV viewing ratio, and regional strategy. In the
reform of editing-and-broadcasting system, we analysis about the separation of making and
broadcasting programs, channel specialization, and program diversification. We also  discuss
about how to expand audiences and program homogenization in the future. In the ownership
system, we analysis about internal corporation and seeking the overseas fund. Because we
have visited some chief cities and TV stations in China and talked to many news jobholders
from 2005 to 2008 by oneself, we understand the most real condition of Chinese TV industry.
KEY WORDS : Provincial satellite TV ~ Regional strategy ~ GZSTV ~ DRAGONTV -~
Institutional change Theory ~ Literature Methodology.
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