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Abstract

Taiwanese aboriginals have their own unique history and political
environment. As times changed, the martial law was abrogated, and the
opposition movement for democracy and nativistic movement rose here and there,
Taiwanese society has been opener since 1980°s, giving Taiwan’s aboriginal
movements a great chance to develop. This was the period when the aboriginal
publication started to flourish and present eye-catching processes and evolution.
Hence, this study discusses Chinese books about Taiwan’s aboriginal issues
published by profit-seeking publishers during 1980 and 2007, in order to create
the history of aboriginal publication in Taiwan and know the perspectives of the
book market on publishers’ and authors’ publishing ideas, the market position,

and motives of writing.

To be specific, this study has two fronts:
1. Quality Analysis: To know the history of Taiwanese aboriginals’ publications
and its correlation and interaction with social changes
2. Quantity Analysis: To discuss what meanings behind the volumes, author’s

identity, publishers, and the content of Taiwanese aboriginals’ publication.
This study adopts “historical research,” ‘“content analysis,” “document

metrology,” and “in-depth interview” to collect information, which will be

generalized, sorted, analyzed, and interpreted.

II



This study has the following findings and conclusions:

1. Judging Taiwanese aboriginals’ cultural Renaissance in 1980s, promotion of
Taiwan Mountain magazine and Taiwan Mountain Literary Award in 1990s,
and all-round social developments from 2000 up to now, the history of
Taiwanese aboriginals’ publications is highly related and interacted with all
social changes in politic momentum, social movements, the economic cycle,
national income, culture policy, education, and reading environment.

2. According the quantity analysis, Taiwanese aboriginals’ books are improving
annually in volumes, author’s identity, publisher, and the content of books.
Especially the volume of documents written by aboriginals, for aboriginals,
and with multiple subjects increases dramatically. On a smaller scale, SWOT
analysis into the book market shows that Taiwanese aboriginal publication
after the starting phase in 1980s and the growth phase in 1990s is now facing
the decline phase. This is caused by the society as a whole and the shrinking
book market and, more importantly, by duplicate subject matters, ordinary
source materials, and lack of new perspectives. Faced challenges in the
market, Taiwanese aboriginal publication should try new products, new

niches, and other multi-operations.

Keywords: Taiwanese aboriginal, history of publication, social change,
historical research, document metrology
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