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Qualitative Research on Motherhood and
Parenting Attitude When Moving Between
Cultures- Taking Well-educated Taiwanese

American Women as Examples

Yi-jiuan, Huang
(Graduated Institute of Sociology of Education, Nan Hua University)

Abstract

This thesis is concerned about how well-educated Taiwanese
American women practice their motherhood in America, and discuss the
cultural meanings and gender role behind the way they hold their
parenting attitude after they immigrant to America. First of all, review
relative literature about Taiwanese women's view on the dilemma
between taking care their family and developing their own career life. Try
to figure out what kind of their concept about “being mother”. Secondly,
understand how Taiwanese immigrants deal with their marginal status in
a new environment and how they value this process. Findly, try to figure
out when these well-educated Taiwanese women with the native cultural
concept of motherhood fit themselves into the different country, how they
find their female-self under double cultural and gender marginal status.
Therefore, the thesis use in-depth interviews and try to answer the
following questions : (1) When the interviewees take the concept of
motherhood from native culture to fit into the new environment, are they
able to make a better choice to overcome the double margina status by

their well-educated background ? (2) With sef-reflection by dual



cultural shock, are Taiwanese women able to release the constrain from
the concept constructed by the native culture ? (3) Will it be helpful for
Taiwanese women to take care of their American born children ? Can
they overcome the marginal status in the host country by these parenting

attitudes ?

Keywords : Motherhood, cross-cultural, marginal cultural
adaptation, Self-reflection by culture shock,
Taiwanese immigrant \Women,
Parenting Attitude between cultures.
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