P. 447

-67-



Jocasta Antigone
Sophocles

Liaus

Oedipus wonders why he did not recognize his mother, no one ask why—n spite of clear-cut
indication ranging from oracular predictions to swollen feet-his mother did not recognize him.?

Creon

2 The Mother/Daughter Plot P 2
% NinaLykke Questing daughters
According to theinterpretation of Antigone presented in the principal classic work on matriarchy, both her and her
father-brother Oedipus' mythic dramas are struggles between systems of father and mother right, i.e. between the abstract
patriarchal law of the father, represented by Creon and hisraison d’ etat, and concrete matriarchal law, based upon the
principle that origin from the same womb must be respected above everything else. That is why Antigone takes care of her
brother. Like herself, Polyneics was borne by Jocasta.
Janneke van Mens-Verhulst Karlein Schreurs & Liesbeth Woertman, Daughtering and Mothering- Female
subjectivity reanalyzed, Routledge: Canada, 1993 P 2
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(Hamlet)
Demeter (Core)

Theloss of the daughter to the mother, the mother to the daughter, isthe essential female tragedy.
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Joan Manheimer
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Intheir creation of Terrible Mothers, nineteenth-century novelists leave an indictment, like an open wound, pulsing against
asociety, which is unable, without prohibitive cost, to secure meaningful continuity for itself.
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