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abstr act

The thesis andyzes photographs of the 921 Earthquake in China Times, United
Daily News and Liberty Times inthe month following the outbreak of the disaster
with content analys's and textual andys's. The main purpose is to interpret the role
played by press photography in constructing the meaning of a specific event. The
content analysis reveds that, in the passage of time, images of the earthquake in
the press photographs have experienced severa transformations in terms of
subject matter. Following the earthquake, the subject matter is the ruthless
destruction of the earthquake. Y et, towards the final stage of the earthquake report,
the main subject matter becomes affections of reconstruction and hope. This change
showcases the rich narrative mechanism revedled by the photos in congtructing a story
regarding the earthquake. Using John Berger’s notion of “appearances’ and Roland
Barthes concept of “myth,” the textud andlyss interprets severa photos taken in the
various stages of the earthquake report. It suggests that the capacity of photography to
capture the appearances of an event and consolidate them in specific time and space
can be seen as a Sgnifying practice that represents a set of socid values that functions
to create consensus among members of the society. It dso deiversamyth of a

gpecific culture in pursuing harmonious socia norms.
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