


Abstract

The purport of the study is to discuss the* death’ concept of Jesus and Paul in the
New Testament, and find out its possible implication and application in the
life-and-death education. First, | start from the attitudes of Jesus and Paul toward life
and death and the life and death concepts they conveyed to bring up the possibility of
re-understanding’ death’ . Further, from the embodiment of love by the martyrdom
of Jesus, and from the manifestation of Jesus love by Paul, | try to link the contextua
thinking of* life-love—death’ . And to amply the study into the” holistic education’” ,
therefore, | put forth the idea that the death concepts of Jesus and Paul in the New
Testament may provide some inspiration and edification when the life-and-death
education is putted into practice.

In the first and last chapters, except the understanding and reflection of the
research method, it talks about the reflection and exploration of the general concepts of
death at present, and the reflection on desth is at the core of the study. Chapter 2 is
about the pre-understanding of the topic. On the one hand, it aims at explaining and
understanding the* preconception” of my own that has been learned from my cultural
tradition. On the other hand, it proceeds to understand the severa important death
concepts in the Western culture on a macro level through the evolution of history.
Findly, | try to describe, as clearly as possible, the origin and difficulties of life and
death depicted in the Old Testament as well as the life-and- death issues entailed by it.

In chapter 3 and 4, the content is concerning the life-and-death attitudes presented
by Jesus and Paul and the life-and-death concepts they wanted to convey. As every one
knows, Jesus was born in a humble manger and was crucified to death. Here his life
and death is a process of embodying love. Exactly as he said for the purpose of his
birth: it is* not to be ministered unto” and“ giveth hislife for the sheep” . A crucifix
is the best emblem to show his unselfish love. Secondly, the life of Paul is a legend.
He used to be an oppressor and turned out to be a brave warrior who preached the
gospel of Jesus. Because of his efforts, the later generations can more easily
understand the value and meaning of Jesus life. In short, because Paul clarified,
through Jesus, the meaning of love and the way to practice love, Jesus’ love was
glorified. And from the love manifested by the death of Jesus, we can® maketh
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love” , and therefore” settle down to
life and degth by love”

According to the attitudes and concepts of Jesus and Paul toward life and death
and the meaning and value of life and death introduced by them, Chapter 5 is to apply
the study in the life-and-death education and brings up two possible practices. One is
the highly valued* Life Education” in Taiwan today, and the other is the taboo and



regjected“ Death Education” . It's not my red intention to distinguish them, my
intention is to start from the so called” Life’” Education and then to explore the
educational implication of* Death’ . It is rot possible to remove the death element

from the life as a whole, for degth is not only a part of life, but also is intrinsic in life.
Therefore, the teaching tasks should start from human's fundamental problems, that is,

the life-and-death lessons and issues.
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1. Genesis 21. Ecclesiastes
2. Exodus 22. Song of Solomon
3. Leviticus 23. Isaiah

4. Numbers 24, Jeremiah

5. Deuteronomy 25. Lamentation
6. Joshua 26. Ezekiel

7. Judges 27. Daniel

8. Ruth 28. Hosea

0. | Samudl 29. Joel

10. Il Kings 30. Amos

11. | Kings 31. Obadiah
12. Il Kings 32. Jonah

13. | Chronicles 33. Micah

14. [l Chronicles 34. Nahum

15. Ezra 35. Habakkuk
16. Nehemiah 36. Zephaniah
17. Esther 37. Hagga

18. Job 38. Zechariah
19. Psalms 39. Malachi

20. Proverbs

1. Matthew 15. | Timothy
2. Mark 16. [l Timothy
3. Luke 17. Titus

4, John 18. Philemon

5. Acts 19. Hebrews

6. Romans 20. James

7. | Corinthians 21. | Peter

8. Il Corinthians 22. Il Peter

9. Galatians 23. | John

10. Ephesians 24. 11 John

11. Philippians 25. 111 John

12. Colossia 26. Jude

13. | Thessalonians (27. Revelation

14. Il Thessalonians

189




190



