‘_,..—‘_,.-'—‘_'_'_'_'_\_\_\_\_‘__‘\:\—\.\_\_‘_H
g

Ay RN
Understanding the Meanings of Terminal Patients' Use of
i SR

RequiogS'? Svmbols: A Hermeneutic—Phenomenoi%gi ca Study

\




m % K £
U A 4

X DA

EREBEREERTHEMMEREZREREMS

sxs: A E &

BA RS LES

=5 - I

I
Uy

_,.#.‘f -
[ P

TR TR ﬁﬁ;’% ﬁ;ﬁ\,_
L %g,}a (F%-% %j

ORAN: PERE n+= & ~ A -~ 8







1996 133

114






Understanding the Meanings of Terminal Patients Use of
Religious Symbols: A Hermeneutic-Phenomenological Study

Abstract

The aim of the thesis is to apply hermeneutic-phenomenological
method into the research of the various meanings reflective of terminal
patients use of religious symbols. The main process of this research
Includes presencing, hermeneutic circling, structure forming and meaning
inducing. Based on the phenomenological reflections of the care

experience of four patients, we conclude the three aspects of meaning

involved: 1 secular meanings, such as, to improve physical symptoms, to

reduce mental stress, to feel much better, and so on. 2 substitutive
meanings, such as, religious symbols acted as therapeutic objects, ethical/
feeling objects, mediate objects. 3 ultimate meanings that come from
transcending of the world as a whole, such as, symbols in relation to
persona encounter with the holy.

The research outcomes may supplement some new perspectives for

clinical caregivers in face of various stuations. It aso makes us to

reappraise of the timing to use the faith therapy in terminal care.

Key word: Terminal patient, Religious symbol, Holistic palliative care,
Hermeneutic phenomenology
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